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 1t was eftabliſhed in this Ne a- 
. tion before the late War. 


In an bumble Adareſs to his Excellency,General Monck. 


Ley Inding, by ſeveral Letters, publiſhed in 
Bras Your Name, that you profeſſe a more 
BRAS then ordinary zeal to popularGovemn- 
SES ment; and not' knowing any thing . 
SY herein, that can ſomifleadyou, but the 
| glorious pretence of a Free State (a notion, which 
hath,even, intoxicated many ; (otherwiſe,great and 
worthy Perſons; I held it my Duty, firſt, to ac- 
quaint you , how neceſlary it is, to diſtinguiſh be- 
twixtthe Form and Eſſence of a Common-wealth, 
themiſtake whereof ( cach for the other ) hath pro» 
ved ſofatall in our times : Next to examine, VVhe- 
therthoſe that ſurfeited ofour Kingly Government, 
and longed for Novelty, have nor, indeed, (like-the 
Dog inthe Fable ) loſt the ſubſtance of Liberty and 
happineſs, in purſuit of the ſhadow. 
| Our fierce Champions of a Free State-will not, I 
| Preſume,maintaiy, that it is ſubje& to no violations, . 
leaſt wotull experience confute, and forcethem to 
confeſle,cither that a Commonwealth may degene- 
rate;or,at leaſt;that this never was aCommonwealth: 
Andas they muſt renounce their ſenſes, ſo they muſt 
| Unythe Faith of Story, which proves, that Repub- 


licks 
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licks havebeen ſometimes invaded with Uſuay 
on, (getimes Debauched , and Embaſed with(, 
garchy5 moſtly ( by reaſon of their weakneſſe.yy | 8} 
iviſions) ſabdued, ortorced totruckle underthy | d 
neighbouring Princes ) alwayes tormented with, | 6 
ion. Neither, indeed, do they, themſelves ff g 
any argument but ſuch,as, in cffect, beg the queſtim | a 
by preſuppoling great unity inthe Coalition, ga 
probity.in the Intention, and great purity jn they 
erciſe; which doubtleſle, being admitted;we ſhi 
 ſolittle need to differ about Forms, that perhaps 
ſhould ſcarce need any Government at all,-'Th 
ſtouteſt aſlertors of Monarchy , likewiſe, muſty 
knowledge, That it, being but earthen ware/thayf 
the fineſt and ſtrongel?)is ſubject to divers acide 
For nothing under heaven is perfe&t : And whany 
conſtitute Governments, we muſt not think tobaill 
Babels againſt the Deluge,but embank againſtflaf 
and encloſe the beſt we can againſt T reſpaſſoun 
This being premiſed , let us conſider theſe two 
vernments,not Metaphylically, in notions,abſtrakkl 
from their ſubjects, (a paſtime, which our Platonidh 
much delightin) but morally and reaſonably, xa 
crete, and adapted to tines, places, and perſons, 
our OWN. 

I might, perhaps decide the queſtion, in few wath 
by alledging the manifeſt inclination of the wie 
people, .now to Monarchy 5 For, 4s #0 mancutk 
wronged with his conſent , {o neither 25 ang to be obligl 
againſt his. will; And how ſhould a Governoey . 
founded upon inequality and force, ever (ub 
 withoutit® Ora Ne which is the meer Adejenn 
ofan Ariny , become a Subſtantive; beginning! 


(3). 
his kinde being ſo ominous 2 As reaſonably mighyl-: 
object matter of Tivle, and forraign pretencez For 


' thefame eſtate, with a flaw m the Conveyance, or 
dogged with Statutes and Judgments, is not, furely, 
of like value, as if it had deſcended dearly from the: 
great Grandfather, and were free both from Claimes 
:nd Incumbrances 3 and one that hath — oWs: 

potbing, is likelier to thrive then he, who owingyalt 
ſums ( which he reſolies never to pay ) dares not 
walk the ſtreets for fear of Serjeantsz Bue my intent! 
is, qnely , to ſhew, that our former Government: (as - 
it excellently complyed with the Laws, Genius, and" 
Intereſt of ifs Nation ) ſo it comprehended all the 
| benefits of a Common-wealth, in great perfeCtion ; 
Andthis1 (hall doe;as briefly, as I can. Fr” 
Toſhew how it complyed with aur Lawes and: 
Conſtitutions, let it ſuffice, that ( Monarchy in theſe: 
Nations, being more ancient then ſtory or record, 

| more Venerable than Tradition it ſelf ) our Laws 

were born (as it were) under that Climate, babitna-- 

tedtothatayre and dyet, grafted into that-ftockz 
andthough they have! God be thanked) forpor their - 

Normgn,yet they will hardly learn Greek, much. lefſe, 

Utopian :, That, in the late ProteQourstime, our 

| Lawyers, with one voice, importuned him; rather to 

;| *fumetbeſtile and powerof aKing, to which, they- 

| found, all our Laws were ſhaped, then retain that of 

| aProtettour, unknown to the Law:: That nothing- 

hath rendred our Archite@ours of pe baadar a «| | 
wore obnoxious, then that their infinite diſcords : 
in other things, generally, agreed in the neceſſiy-of 

{| !ubrerting all our Fundamentals , Jn order to thinks 

Delignez which bath likewiſe oblig'd all ſober _ 

| m 


RO 
and'true Patriots { even the -chiefeſt Pillars of th 
Parliaments Cauſe, in the late War) to unitethen, 
ſelves, with the Royal! Intereſt, as not enduring 
hear of thoſe violent and dangerous alteration 
which they ſee a Republick muſt introduce, '+ 

_ For its compliance with our Genius, conſider, thy 
as our Engliſh nature is not like the French , ſuppl 
to oppreſiion, and apt to delight in that pompeand 
magnificence of their Lords, which they know i 

| ſupported-with their ſlavery and hunger; Norlis 
the High-land Scots, where the honour and Inter Þ 
of the Chief is the glory of the whole Clan; ſodoh 
It, as little orlefſe, agree with the Dutch humour;a6 
diced onely to.Traffick, Navigation, Handy-crafy 
and ſordid Thrift ; .and ( in defiance of Herauldy) 
every man fancying his own Scutcheon :. Dothyx 
every one amongſt us, that hath the name ofaGu | 
tleman,aim his utmoſt to uphold it? Every onetht 
hath not, to raiſe one? To this end, do not ourve 
Yeomen commonly leave their_Lands to the eld 
Son,and tothe others, nothing but a Flail or Plough 
Did not every one, that had any thing likean eſiat 
pinch'himſelf in his condition,to purchaſe aknight 
hood or ſmall Patent? What need further prod 
Ourlate experience of that glympſe and fhadowd 
Monarchy ; (though in perſons hated, -and com 
and upon a moſt ſcandalous account) yet (formed 
reſemblance) admitted as tolerable, and ia reſpetd 

a Commone-wealth , Courted, clearly evinces, Wſ 
oratefullthe ſubſtance would be to Engliſhmen: 

*:For our latereſt; briefly {to wave tediousandps | - 

litick diſcourſes, ) certain it is, that our Republid 

(wereit like co ſettle ) would alarme all our bh 
| , | V 
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rg 
Bours, would make ous beſt Allies, ourbittereſt ene- 
mics, and (upon feyeral accounts ) probably draw 
upots us, the united forces of Chriſtendon:e to cruſh 
the fabrio. Which ( the Nation being ſo weaken- 
ed, and divided,as itis,) muſt evidently endanger | 
our totall oppreſſion, or art leaſt, to bring in the King 
by Conqueſt: Beſides, by what Title ſhall we pre- 


tendtohold Scotland and Ireland, fince that of De- 


ys 


{cent is, now avoided, and Conſent we know there 
isnone, por, indeed, can any be expeCted? 


_ © Teomenow to aſſert, that our former Govern - 
.ment, eminently, included all the perfeCtions of a 


Free State, and was the Kerne), as it were, of a Com- 


- mon-wealth, in the ſhell of Monarchy ; Firft, I will 


begin with the eflential parts of a Common-wealth, 
which are three, viz. The Senate Propoſing, the 


People Reſolving, the Magiſtrate Executing : For 
 'theSenateor Parliament, if, ever there were a free, 


and honourable one, it was herez where the Depu. 
ties of the whole Nation, moſt freely choſen, did, 

with like freedome,meet, propound,debate and vote 
' matters of common Intereſt : No danger eſcaped 
their Repreſenting no grievance, their complaint; 
no publick right, their Claim, or good, their De- 
mand; [In all which , the leaſt breach of Priviledge 
was branded as a civil Sacriledge. And though there , 
layno Appeal to the diſperſed body of the People (a 
deciſion manifeſtly impraQticable in Govern ment, 
andfitter indeed for Tribunes to move,then Nations 


{Pacmir)yer(Eleftions being (ſo popular,and Aſſem- 
| lies frequent)the ſame end was attained with much 
| . Viteſafety and convenience. The Prince had, like- 


vile (in effe& ) but an executive Power , Which he 


| exCCiſed by Miniſters and Officers, not onely ſworn, - 


B but 


but ſeverely. accomptable : For though both he nd 
the Lords had heir Ne atives in making lays Fo 
(no Tax being impoſable, but by. Conſeat of th 
Commons, nor any Law,( without it) of ſuch validh. | 
ty,.that the Miniſters of Juſtice durſt oct 


(6) 


3 


There was a'wiſe and ([weet neceſſity, for theKit 
and likewiſe for the Lords(who were butasa pray | 

in the Royall Scale) to confirm all ſuch Bills,as was 
convenient for the People, and not greatly hurtfil 
tothe Princez, And fo this Bug-bear Negative, w 

| reſolved intoa meer Target, to ſhelter and preſere 
 theGovernment from being altered, atthe Willd 
- the Commons, if, at any time they ſhould proveli- 
' tious ; which (being in reaſon manifeſt) hath hea 
alſo confirmed by great experience ; Our Kingthj 
.ving, rarely, obſtructed any Bill, which they mj 
fafely grant ; but on the other ſide,paſſed manyhig 
Ads of meere Grace, circumfcribing their Preroph 
tive, and clipping its Wings; nay, I could wilthy 
had not peirced its bowels, _ NT a 


LO 


This was that triple Cord,which one wouldthul, 
could not be broken ; nor indeed, was 1t broken 

cut afunder : This was owr Gold, ſeven times 
ned; forevery Bill, being thrice cad, debatedai 
agreed. incither Houſe, was at laſt, broughttot 
King, for his Royall Aſſet, the Mint of qur Laws 
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A triall ſo exaQt,that ſurely no-dr olle could elcapet 
fince all Intereſts muſt thereto. concur (-Astmyt} | 
| was but fit they ſhould , in the Eſtabliſhmentoftik | 
which muſt binde them. alle) T his wasthat I L 
. perament, which poiſed our Humourg, 28d 5 A 
endued us, with health, vigour and beauty 3 NoYFI 


event, 


was precipitated,no Act was hucdied up 5; A by 
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ents, we have (ince ſeen, that, Power being engraſ- 
Tt bylans ok the Eſtates, purged: and modelled to 
thelnexeſs: of a FaQtion 3- a conſequence natural to 
- ſuch premiſes: ( Atina Ballance conſiſting but of 
\| opefcale) nothing hath been weighed,our laws have 
| been Mandrakes of a Nights growth, and our times 
us fickle as the weather or multitude, | - 
_ The King indeed, had the Power of making War, 
but he had not the means3 And then, it ſignified no 
more; than giving him leayeto flye, if he could get 
wing.z-0r to go beyond: Sea, ſo he:went without 
&kipping: He had a Sword, but he (alone) could ne- 
ver draw itz for the Trained-Bands were a Weapor, 
hich he (decently) wore, but the Nation, onely, 
could uſe ; He choſe his Miniſters, (as who doth not 
hisſervants? } But alas; be was .accomptable for 
.them;tothe Trienp1all Parliament , which none bur 
the ſoundeſi' Integrity could abide: He could hin- 
dertheſtroke. of * Juſtice. with his Pardon (though 
fil}, thejaws not being muzzled, it would bite ter- 
ribly ) Butcentainly, it was great wifdome, rather, 
togive way 3 fince (with: his own. ſcandall).he could 
afford offenders but a lame and'ſcurvey Protection ; 
and ſince the Power of relieving his Wants reſted in 
the Commons, to ballance his Will, and oblige him 
toaCorreſpondence with Parliaments. - .. 

_ » ThathisPexfonſhould be moſt Sacred, it was but 
needtull; to avoid circylation of accampt; reaſon- 
able, fince it carries with it, the Conſent of Nations; 
iſt, that he ſhould nat be the meer But of Fatticn 
\andMalice ,..in worſe condition, than the baſeſt of 
Vallalez -Hagourable, that the nakedneſle of Go- 
rergment might not a uncovered; Wile, in 

| 2 the 


» theconſtitution ,- not at ont; to truſt and pro 
' by forcing him Foray his own Indemniy,, 
- danger tothe Publick 


 ſodifficult, as the  '_ any Power, wil 
; Regall or Popular; 


. afford them to 1elenting Soveraignsz ſuponyk 
\ acconnt, in our neighbour Kingdome of Franny 


 Puniſhments 3) Finally, very ſafe,in the conſeq 


, Miniſters)in all probablility,ſtript of Agents)unf 
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_ and Family, ample 3 for the ordinary Protediy 


_ greateſt Princes (and ſome doubtleſle, wet 


- ly anſwered, That a King of France, indeed, 
' not,and God forbid, he ſhould 3 but a King 


of Crown Lands, whic 


| utter ruine, but rather of caſte compenlatio) 


(3 


ſeeming ſo extream;, wil 
Outlawry of a Prince 3 no task by daily expajy 

nd ſince we make g 
Bridges, for flying enemies, much more my 


. e® — - _ » . & i ths 
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Princes of the blood arenot ſubjetted togy} 
for (being (by the danger, threatning hizamnf 
ſonall impunity might, wel], ſignific omexluf| 


himſelf, but nothing to the People, : 
A Revenue he had, for the ſupport of hui 
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his People, ſufficient; bur for any underta ef 
feQive 3 and for publick oppreſſion , ſoincol 
able, that when Prerogative-was moſt Rampu 
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the moſt renowned Warriours of their Ages. < 
never prudently aſpire to make themſclves ay 
giſlatours, nor preſumed to maintain Red 
times of Peace. If any oe , (as ſome, cone 
are ready enough ) that Kingly Power coun 
no longer, ſabſiſt, for want of Revenewz ItW 
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land might; and (for ouget I ſee) ſtill miy(ﬆ 
exoceded not theri 
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| the publick Revenue 'was proportioned to the 
s [maintenance of Courts, not Campes and Fleetsz A 


$ Gentleman of reaſonable eſtate may live well on his 
jd .Rents3 But then, 1t 1s not convenient, he ſhould 


keep Wenches, or hangers on, nor build, nor ſtudy 

-Chymiſtry; In fine, the Revenue was very compe- 

rent for ordinary disburſments,as for extraordinary, 

s ifhereſorted to Parliaments, the wiſer he, the ſafer 
 +andhappier, we. | | | 

Ss . 1 defie all our Projectours of Common.wealths, 

to contrive greater freedom for their Citizens, then 


is provided by Magna Charta, and the Petition of 


'Kightz Orſhew us, thatit is not much eaſier to vio- 


$ late, than to mend them : For, thereby -our Lives, 


Liberties,and Eſtates were,under Monarchy ſecured, 
andeſtabliſhed,”Ithink,as well as any thing, on this 
fide Heaven ; lt were no ſolceciſme to ſay, the Sub- 
45e& had his Prerogative, as well, asthe Kingz And, 


s (iutclam, he was in as good (if not better) condi- 


*tion'to maintain it , the dependance being leſſe on 
hisfide: Liberty was no lefle ſacred then Majeſty.z 
* Noliave tangere, was likewiſe its Motto; And in cafe 
 'ofany,the leaſt infringement (as eſcapes in Govern» 
"ment may happen even in the moſt perte&;) It was 
reſented, as1t the Nation had received a box on the 
'Ears If it be, as they ſay , the glory of a Free-State, 
'tocxalt, the ſcandall of Tyranny, to Embaſe our 
'Spiritsz doubtleſſe, this was our onely Common- 
| wealth: For, ever ſince,me thinks,we have learned 
| Quietly totake the Baſtonade. 
. Iwiſhwenowcould, or could ever hope, under 


; our Common-wealth ( what ever pi omiles may he 


| madeus) fo perfettly co diſtinguiſh the Legnae 
'S from 


eG on 
Fom the Miniſterial Authority, as once. we dig: 
when the Houſe of Commons had not the Power 
'a Conrt Leet to give an'Oath, norofa Jullice aſt | 
Peace, to make a Mittizzxs : Which diſtindiy, 
doubtlefle, is the moſt vitall part of Freedome, wi 
far more conſiderable to poore SubjeRs,' thanth 
retended Rotations As on the contrary , they 
Fafon of them is an accompliſhment of ſervitud; 
For which the beſt Republicks, I fear, have morey 
| anſwer, than any limited Prince can have : Certin 
it is, that as our King in his perſonall capacity, a 
no Laws, ſoneither did he, by himſelf, execatogh 
 terpret any > No Judge took notice of his ling 
- Command, to juſtifie any Treſpaſs; no, not ſomud 
as the breaking of an Hedge; his Power was limit 
by his Juſtice, he was (equally, with the meanth# 
his Subjefts :) concerned in that honeſt Maxime, 
may doe juft ſo much and no more, than we haverigil 
do; And it was moſt properly faid , He coulda 
- wrong; becauſe ifit were wrong, hediditnot, 
could not do it; It-was void in thea&, punily 
in his agent » His Officers, as they were alikellk 
fo perhaps , they were more obnoxious to lad} 
ments and ſuits, than any other, -by how muchtdeÞ 
treſpaſſe ſeemed to be of a higher nature, andgi# 
greater alarm : His private Will conld not coun 
mand bis Publick'; his Privy ſeal; ever buck 
the great Seal, as being ehe Nations, more thavW 
his Order ſuperſeded noProceſſe,and his difplaly 
threatened no man with an hours impriſoamel "; 
ter the return of | Habeas Corpur:' An LInder-Sl 
-was more terrible, 'a Conſtable more fawcy;9 
- more troubleſome than he : And yet, by Bs 


* 


Authority, this Scabbard of Prerogative(3 my BI 


Tm | 
derifion, have called it) which ( if it would ) could: 
ſcarce oppreſſe an Orphanez Tumult was curbed, 
FaQtion moderated, Uſurpation foreſtalled, Intervals 

revented, Perpetuities obviated, Equity admini- 
{ed.Clemency exalted, and the people made, one- 
lynice and wanton with their happineſs, as appears 
by their(now ſo impatient calling for that Mannah, 
which they {ſo cauſeleſſely) loathed. | 

'To Conclude, what ſhall I add? The AR, enjoy- 
ningthe Keepers of the great Seal, under pain of 
High Treaſon, to ſummon a Friennial Parliament, 
ofcourſe, by virtue of the A&, without further 
Warrant; The AQ, forbidding the Privy Councel, - 
under like penalty, to intermeddle with Menm &» 
Term; the Laws aboliſhing the Star-chamber, High 
Commiſſion , ©O'c. branding all paſt, and bridling all 
future enormities 3 the Statutes limiting the Kings 

Jaimes,and relieving his Tenants from exaCtion of 

orfeitures 3 Beſides many other principal immuni- 
ties, wherewith ( by the ſpecial favour of God, and 
bounty of our Princes) we were bleſſed, farre 
| beyong any of our Neighbours; Above all, our aſ- 
ſwanc ,;that we might readily, have obtained fuch 
further addition and perfeQion of Liberty ( if, yet, 
any ſuc h there were ) as would confiſt with mode- 
{ty,or liberty it ſelf to ack - Do they not,aloud,pro- 
Claim, that we were then, the mirrour of Govern= 
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"4 ments, envy of Monarchies, and ſhame of Common- 
FE wealths; who could not but bluſh,to ſee themſelves 
loecclipſed and ſilenced, int all their pretencesto 
; Freedome? Do they not more than juſtifie my Aſ- 
4 'fertion, That with all the Ornaments of the nobleſ# 


Kingdome , we had likwije, all the enjoyment: of the 
 breeft State, | 
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